PAST SIMPLE (Verb ‘to be’)









*A. Put these sentences into the Past.

I’m at home.



Jane and Michael are tired.

She’s in the park.


It’s a sunny day.

You’re late today.


They aren’t hungry.

We aren’t at work.


I’m thirsty.

You aren’t at school!


We’re at the cinema.

Paula isn’t happy.


Everyone is excited.

I’m not afraid.



She’s my girlfriend.

*B. Mary spent last weekend in London. Ask her questions using was or were.
(your hotel / good)



(your room / comfortable)

(the weather / nice)



(the streets / full of people)

(the shops / expensive)


(the city / exciting at night)

(the museums / interesting)


(the people / friendly)

(your flight / OK)

*C. Put was, wasn’t, were, or weren’t in the gaps in these conversations.

Peter:
.................. Paul at work today?

Julie:
No, he ................ in the office. I think he’s sick.

Henry:
................. you in South America last year?

Steve:
Yes. I ................... in Bolivia in business, and then my wife and 


I .................. in Brazil for a holiday.

Paula:
Philip and I ...................... at home in London last week. We ...................... at


Mike’s house in Cornwall. It was lovely there. Do you know Mike?

Jane:
Yes, I .................... at Mike’s party in Oxford in the summer. .................... you there?

Paula:
No, we ................... . Philip and I ..................... in Portugal in the summer.

*Importante: es imprescindible que conozcas bien o te aprendas el significado de, por lo menos, los siguientes verbos, así como su forma en Past Simple: 

Regulares: add, allow, answer, arrive, ask, believe, borrow, call, carry, clean, climb, close, count, cry, dance, decide, die, end, explain, fail, finish, follow, help, jump, kiss, learn, lie, like, listen to, live, look for, look after, look like, love, marry, mend, miss, move, need, open, pass, phone, play, punish, return, scream, seem, show, start, stay, stop, study, talk (to), thank, tidy, travel, try, turn, visit, wait, walk, want to, wash, watch, wish, wonder, work, worry,

Irregulares: be, beat, become, begin, break, bring, build, buy, catch, choose, come, cost, cut, do, drink, drive, eat, fall, feel, fight, find, fly, forget, forgive, get (up), give, go, hear, know, lay, learn, leave, lend, let, lie, lose, make, meet, pay, put, read, ride, ring, run, say, see, sell, send, shut, sing, sit, sleep, smell, speak, spend (money or time), stand (up), steal, swim, take, teach, tell, think, throw, understand, wake (up), wear, win, write,
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*Practice 1. Jane lived in Spain for a year. Put the Past Simple of these verbs in the gaps.


stay
start
return
    work
fly
find
live
leave

At the beginning of last year, Jane .................... to Madrid. She ....................... in an

apartment near the city centre for ten months. She ........................... in a clothes shop.

After a couple of weeks Jane ........................ a good language school, and so she

....................... to improve her Spanish. After ten months Jane ...................... Madrid, 

and she ........................ in a small town near the sea for two months. Then she

........................ to England.

*Practice 2. Paul always goes to Italy for his holidays. But last year he was ill

  when he arrived, and he had to stay in bed. Write sentences about the things he

  didn’t do. Use these phrases to help you: 

in the mountains – the museums in Florence – football on the beach –  swimming 

 any new friends – his Italian – in the local restaurants

(go).................

(eat)................

(play)..............

(walk)............

(improve)......

(meet)............

(see)..............

*Practice 3. Make questions from these statements. Start with Did..........?
You went on holiday in the summer.

She bought a new table.

He worked in London.

They played tennis yesterday.

James cooked the dinner.

She gave a present to Anne.

Paul left the office at six o’clock.

You passed your exams.

She drove to Scotland.

*Practice 4. Complete the text with these words: 

boat – borrowed – broke down – drove – fast – flew – hired – hitchhiking – motorbike         

one day – packed – rode – so – so – so – train – walked – when – who – worse


Paul Lewis lives in the south of England; he has a brother John, ................ lives on Skye, a  small island near the west coast of Scotland. ........................ a friend of John’s telephoned to say that John was very ill, and he wanted Paul with him.

Paul ...................... as .................... as he could, caught the next ......................... to Heathrow Airport, and .................... to Glasgow. There he ....................... a car and .................... off to catch the ................... to Skye. Unfortunately, the car ......................... three miles from the seaport to get the ferry. Paul tried ............................, but he could not get a lift, ................ he ................. to the ferry. ....................... he landed on Skye, the island’s one taxi was not there, .................. he ........................... a horse and .................... on it to John’s house. John was much .........................., ............................ Paul took his brother’s ........................... and went to call the doctor.

*Practice 5. My Day Yesterday. Write the Past Simple of the verbs in brackets.

My mother (call) me at 7.00 yesterday morning.

I (wash) and (dress) very quickly.

I (walk) to school with a friend.

I (study) all day at school.

After school I (watch) television for a while.

Then I (play) basketball with my friends.

At 8.30 we (finish) the game.

Before bedtime I (telephone) my girlfriend and (drink) a glass of hot milk.

*Practice 6. My First day at School.
   arrive
 continue
finish
     listen to
play
start
talk
work

I remember my first day at school in 199....! I ......................... at 8.30 and ...................

lessons at 9.00. We ....................... from 9.00 to 12.00. The teachers ....................... to us a lot! Then we ........................... football for an hour. In the afternoon we .................... the lessons and ............................ the teacher very carefully. Then at 3.30 the lessons

.......................... It was a long and tiring day!

*Practice 7. Write these sentences in the Past Simple. Use the verb in brackets.

The lesson ................................................ (begin) at half past two.

Joe ................................................ (feel) bad after the P. E. lesson
Suddenly a bird ................................................  (fly) into the class.

I think you................................................ (do) the wrong thing.

Jane................................................  (get) ready very quickly for the show.

We ................................................ (know) the answer to the riddle.

The students ................................................ (stand up) when the teacher arrived.

It was cold, but I ................................................ (wear) two pullovers.

Anna ................................................ (eat) two plates of spaghetti.

Ricky ................................................ (tell) us the time for the party.

*Practice 8. Complete the sentences using the Past Simple.

Tom ......................... out of the window. (look)



We ......................... at half past six. (arrive)

Jean ......................... work at seven o’clock. (begin)

Kate ......................... all the windows and doors. (close)

Sam ......................... in a cottage in the country last year. (live)

The bus ......................... at the end of the street. (stop)

Paula ......................... sweets to all her friends. (give)

Susan ......................... school last year. (leave)

Sue ......................... for her friends for more than an hour. (wait)

Ruth ......................... to come to my party. (decide)

Harry ......................... to the shop because he was late. (run)

My family ......................... a lot of letters last Xmas. (send)

My sister ......................... a sandwich for lunch. (eat)

Laura ......................... television all afternoon. (watch)

The boys ......................... swimming last Sunday. (go)

David ......................... his pet mouse to school. (bring)

I ......................... an old castle last weekend. (visit)

The old man ......................... his dog for a walk. (take)

The teacher ......................... his pupils at the library. (meet)

Nick ......................... all the questions. (answer)

*Practice 9. Write these sentences in the Past Simple negative.

Our bus arrived on time.



Tom and Tracy had breakfast with their son.

Lucy phoned her friend last night.


Mike took the plane on time.

All the students did the homework.


The train stopped at Hill’s station.

John knew the Maths teacher.


I wanted to go to bed early.

My brother went to university.


Carlos answered my letter.

The police car ran very fast.



Peter liked his new shoes.

The film started at quarter to ten.


My parents came early from the theatre.

The pupil finished her work very early.

My father made a mistake in the driving test.

All the shopping centres opened last Sunday.    The young couple invited many friends to their wedding.

*Practice 10. Write a question for each answer. Use the Past Simple.

.................................................................................. Yes, Nick flew to the USA.

.................................................................................. Yes, Tom arrived on time.

.................................................................................. Yes, she went to Italy.

.................................................................................. Yes, Mary phoned home.

.................................................................................. Yes, Jack found the money.

.................................................................................. Yes, he visited the doctor yesterday.

.................................................................................. Yes, Helen knew the answer.

.................................................................................. Yes, Gary walked to school.

.................................................................................. Yes, he gave his mother a present.

.................................................................................. Yes, the pupil opened the door.

.................................................................................. Yes, Jenny brought the flowers.

.................................................................................. Yes, the students helped the teacher.

.................................................................................. Yes, Kate sent Mike a letter.

.................................................................................. Yes, Alice washed her hair.

.................................................................................. Yes, my father made the cake.

.................................................................................. Yes, Robert enjoyed the film a lot.

.................................................................................. Yes, the old woman wore a hat.

.................................................................................. Yes, the boy felt ill.

*Practice 11. Complete the sentences using the Past Simple of the verbs.

When .......................................... to this country? (you / come)

Jack .......................................... his raincoat. (not wear)

Patrick .......................................... his coat in the hall. (leave)

How many pages ..........................................? (you / write)

What ..........................................? (the teacher / say)

.......................................... us your name. (you / not tell)

.......................................... to the basketball match yesterday? (you / go)

Susie .......................................... the other girl’s name. (not know)

Which books .......................................... to school? (you / take)

.......................................... any letters. (Jane / not get)

When .......................................... the money? (you / find)

What .......................................... last weekend? (you / do)

Frank .......................................... early this morning. (not get up)

*Practice 12. Write this text again using the Past Simple of the underlined verbs.


Mrs Green is a famous writer. She usually gets up at six o’clock. She goes to the bathroom, and then she puts on her clothes. After that she has breakfast and reads the newspaper. Then she makes her bed. From 7.00 to 10.00 she sits in the living-room and watches television. Then she goes shopping. At one o’clock she comes home and eats her lunch. After lunch she begins her work. She writes from 2.00 to 9.00. She drinks a lot of coffee and smokes some cigarettes. The she meets her friends at a pub.

Yesterday was a normal day for Georgina Green, the writer. She got up at six o’clock. .....

*Practice 13. Re-write these sentences using the simple Past of the verbs below in the negative. Note that the sentences do not change their meaning.

close

forget

get up
      like       miss
sit down
stop
win

David caught the train.



Christine remembered her book.

The lesson continued.



John opened the door.

Terry stayed in bed.



Karen hated Chinese food.

Paul’s team lost the match.


I stood up on the bus all the way home.

*Practice 14. Look at the entrance on Jane’s diary.

MAY 14
Tuesday

Lovely time with Frank at the disco. Danced till half past one, then went to his place for a drink. We kissed a bit. F wanted more, but told him I didn’t know him well enough yet. Got home at 3 a.m. again. Couldn’t find my key, so climbed in through a window. V tired this morning. Daddy asked a lot of stupid questions, as usual.

*Practice 15. Now look at her conversation with her father:

DAD:
What time did you come home last night, then, Jane?

JANE:  Oh, I don’t know. About half past twelve, I think.

DAD:
Half past twelve? I didn’t hear you.

JANE:
Well, I came in quietly, I didn’t want to wake you up.

DAD:
You didn’t go to that damned disco, did you?

JANE:
Disco, Daddy? Oh, no, no. You know I don’t like loud music. No, I went 


to a folk concert with Jill and Mary. It was very good. There was one singer ...

DAD:
Why did you come back so late? The concert didn’t go on until midnight, I guess.

JANE:
No, but we went to Jill’s place and had coffee, and then we started


talking about politics, you know. Jill’s boyfriend –he’s the President of


the Students’ Union Club and ...

*Practice 16. Translate into English the following sentences. Use the Past Simple.

Las chicas no estudiaron la lección, vieron la tele toda la tarde.

No fuimos al parque con las chicas, fuimos a la playa.

No fui al concierto porque estaba enfermo.


¿Cuándo llegó John de Londres? Ayer.

Robert vivió en Australia antes de venir a Inglaterra.

¿Dónde pusiste los lápices? Encima de la mesa.
¿Los alumnos pusieron los libros en el armario?


¿Compraste el periódico ayer?

George visitó a sus abuelos el mes pasado.

No viajé a Francia, viajé a Italia.

¿Escribiste a tu tío? No.

La familia de Jenny se mudó a Londres cuando ella dejó el colegio.

¿Te dio Lucy el libro de arte? No, pero me dio una colección de fotos.

0. Translate into English the following sentences. Use the Past Simple always.

¿Dónde encontraste tu reloj? Estaba dentro de mi bolsillo.

Ayer no fuimos al colegio, fuimos a  un museo con nuestros profesores.
¿Cuándo escribió Ana la carta? Hace tres días.

El alumno no leyó las preguntas, leyó las respuestas.

Los alumnos no hicieron un examen, hicieron un trabajo.

Ayer no fuimos al colegio, fuimos a  un museo con nuestros profesores.

¿Cuándo leíste el libro? El verano pasado.

¿Quién abrió la puerta de la clase? El profesor.

¿El profesor leyó las preguntas en la clase? Sí.



Carmen visitó a sus amigos de Londres el mes pasado.

No viajamos a España el verano pasado, viajamos a Inglaterra.

¿Hiciste los deberes de Ciencias? No, pero hice el trabajo de Historia.

Aprobé el examen de Inglés, pero suspendí el examen de Matemáticas.

¿Dónde encontraste tu reloj? Estaba dentro del cajón de mi mesa.

Las chicas no fueron al concierto, fueron a un café.

El mes pasado aprobamos todos los exámenes.

¿Cuándo compraste esta camiseta verde? Ayer.

¿Quién entró en la clase? El profesor.

¿Henry contestó todas las preguntas? Sí.



Cathy no ganó la última carrera, pero ganó el campeonato.

No estábamos en casa cuando llamaste, estábamos de compras.

¿Trajo Jane el proyecto para Tecnología? Sí, trajo el proyecto el martes.

Aprobé ocho asignaturas el trimestre pasado, pero suspendí tres.

¿Dónde enseñó Inglés el profesor el año pasado? En Inglaterra.

¿Hiciste los deberes de Inglés? Sí, los hice todos.

Estudié mucho el fin de semana, pero suspendí el examen de Ciencias.

No aprobé el examen de Matemáticas, pero aprobé el examen de Inglés.

¿Cuándo usaste tu ordenador por última vez? El martes pasado.

